
STEPS AND STOPS TO BUILDING WEALTH BY 
RACE IN THE BAY AREA, 1700–1918 KEY: BLACK WHITE NATIVE LATINXASIAN POC

1848–1855: 
GOLD RUSH

1861–1877: 
CIVIL WAR & RECONSTRUCTION

1914–1918: 
WORLD WAR I

1776: 
U.S. INDEPENDENCE
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1790: 
Naturalization Act  

(citizenship  
for whites)

1840s: 
Establishment of Bay 

Area Chinatowns;

1849–1870s: 
Post-Gold Rush labor unions and 
rise of worker collective action; 

protections for white men / general 
exclusion of and hostility against 

Black working people

Black/Latinx entrepreneur 
William Leidesdorff 

co-founds San Francisco

1840s–60s: 
White land seizure and migration 

west: Transcontinental RR; 
Gold Rush; “Manifest Destiny”; 

Homestead Acts

1855: 
First State Convention of 

Colored Citizens (Sacramento, 
CA); advocacy against state 

ban of Black testimony

1849: 
CA’s first gov. attempts to ban Blacks from state

1852: 
Foreign 

Miner’s Tax

1854: 
People v Hall (CA Supreme Ct): Asians, POC cannot 

testify, participate in “affairs of the government”

1874: 
San Francisco Occidental Mission 

House founded, Asian women access 
educational and career pathways

1913: 
Home mortgage interest 

deduction furthers 
homeowner wealth

Pre-1700s–
1860s: 

Colonial, Spanish  
land seizure;  

Native enslavement

1900s–1950s: 
Military tech sparks new Bay Area industries, 

investment, jobs for white men

Pre-1870s—1910s: Open Doors to European Immigration

Native, Black, Asian, Latinx, Women excluded from work, limited economic opportunitiesPre-1700s–: 
Bay Area Native land 
theft (Ohlone, Miwok)

Pre1700s–1865: Legal Slavery (US Constitution; CA & U.S. Fugitive Slave Acts)

1840s–1900s: Gov.-endorsed killing, enslavement of CA natives; forced land loss (1850 California Act for the Government and Protection of Indians; Preemption Acts)

1868–1968: CA Civil Death Statute authorizes lifelong removal of civil rights

1870s–1965: Jim Crow Laws; legal segregation (Plessy, 1896)

1915–: 
“Mounted Guards” target Chinese immigrants, 

inform creation of U.S. Border Patrol (1924) and 
increased Latinx policing

1840s–1880s: Mexican/Native Californian land loss (1845–48 Annexation of Mexican land)

1840s–1880s: Discrimination against Chinese immigrants leads to establishment of Bay Area Chinatowns

Denial of Naturalization (1853-1952); Page Act (1875), Chinese Exclusion (1882), other Anti-Asian Acts
Steps and Stops was inspired by the work and research of United for a Fair Economy (UFE)



STEPS AND STOPS TO BUILDING WEALTH BY 
RACE IN THE BAY AREA, 1918 – PRESENT KEY: BLACK WHITE NATIVE LATINXASIAN POC
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1940s- 1950s: 
WORLD WAR II 

1950s-1960s: 
CIVIL RIGHTS ERA

2000s-2010s: 
RECESSION

1932-1939: 
GREAT DEPRESSION 

1930s: 
Labor Reforms benefit white 

male workers, exclude domestic 
& farm workers 1940s-50s: 

Bay Area rise of Black, Latinx, & women’s wartime work; 
public childcare via Lanham Act

1940s-60s: 
Mexicans immigrate via Bracero Program, Latinx are largest ethnic group to serve in WWII

1862-1986: 
Homestead Act distributes 80 million acres of public land by 1900, largely to white land owners

1969: 
Black Panthers 

founded in Oakland, 
lead Black economic 

and civil liberation 
movement

1969: 
Alcatraz Occupation 
sparks land return, 

tribal self-rule 
movements

1970s-80s:
Post-war Vietnamese, Southeast 
Asian refugee relocation to Bay 

Area, San Jose

2000-2010s:
CA Recession costs 1.3 million jobs; 1) unemployment 
rates and 2) risk of living in poverty greater for Black, 
Latinx, people of color, and women. Race and gender 

inequity in Silicon Valley, Bay Area rising sectors (e.g., 
technology, development)

1966:
Hunters Point Uprising: 
Police murder of Black 
teen foreshadows 150+ 
race-related uprisings 

nationwide precipitated 
by state violence – 

beginning the “long hot 
summer” of 1967.

Native, Black, Asian, Latinx, Women excluded from work, limited economic opportunities

Native land theft

1930s-1960s: 
1930s-1960s: Rise in housing segregation (redlining, blockbusting). Black working people forced into unemployment and segregated housing 

after WWII, with little to no job opportunities in areas plagued by toxic pollution, industrial waste. Segregated public housing built in SF, Richmond, 
South Bay; Black families foreclosed from owning homes and building wealth.

1944—: 
GI Bill helps white veterans access college, low-interest 

mortgages, job training, unemployment benefits; 
accommodates Jim Crow and furthers racial discrimination

1970s:
Immigration policy 
expansion; Silicon 

Valley industry draws 
immigrants from East, 

South Asia

2000-2010s:
Increased Bay Area regional workforce 

collaboration; ReWork the Bay launched  in 2004

2019—:
Efforts and proposals to close racial wealth gap (Baby 
Bonds; Universal Basic Income; student loan reform) 

2018—:
Criminal justice reforms (CA Ban the Box; local 

and statewide movement to eliminate fines & fees; 
marijuana conviction expungement; Clean Slate)

1960s-2010s:
“Tough on Crime” brings over-policing of communities of color, state-sponsored wealth extraction, surge in Black, Latinx mass 

incarceration; criminal justice system and racial stigma bar Black people from jobs, housing, economic security

1870s-1965: 
Jim Crow Laws; legal racial segregation in public facilities (Plessy, 1896)

1930s:
Rise of Latinx policing, deportation; 
immigrants, refugees crowded into 
migrant, seasonal agricultural work

Steps and Stops was inspired by the work and research of United for a Fair Economy (UFE)


